The bispectral index response to tracheal intubation is similar in normotensive and hypertensive patients.
To compare the hemodynamic and bispectral index (BIS) responses to tracheal intubation in normotensive and hypertensive patients. Three minutes after induction of anesthesia with thiamylal and fentanyl, tracheal intubation was performed in 24 normotensive and 22 hypertensive patients. Heart rate (HR), mean arterial pressure (MAP), and BIS were measured every minute. Tracheal intubation increased HR, MAP, and BIS in both normotensive and hypertensive patients. The increase in MAP was significantly greater in hypertensive patients than in normotensive patients, but there were no differences in HR or BIS in the two groups of patients. Patients with and without hypertension exhibit the same arousal response (as measured by BIS) to tracheal intubation despite the enhanced vasopressor response in hypertensive patients.